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Artlink Announces Dates for 25th Annual Art Detour 

Weekend Festival Celebrates the Downtown Phoenix Art Scene 
 

PHOENIX (August 2, 2012) – The event that launched Phoenix’s First Fridays Art Walk phenomenon is 
returning to the streets of downtown Phoenix for its 25th year on March 2 and 3, 2013.  
 
The silver anniversary edition of the Art Detour will take a historical look at the downtown arts scene, 
celebrate the many people who contributed to its success over the years, and recognize the artists, galleries, 
organizations and businesses contributing to the arts today. 
 
Art Detour 25, organized by Artlink Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, will coincide with March First Friday, 
resulting in a weekend chock-full of arts related tours, exhibits and activities. The event is free and offers 
programming appropriate for all ages. 
 
“Art Detour is one of the most important events in Phoenix's calendar," Mayor Greg Stanton said. "Few 
events do as much to enrich the lives of Phoenicians and give exposure to local businesses and artists. 
Twenty-five years is a milestone. It should remind all of us to continue to support the arts so the next 
generation can experience all that Phoenix has to offer.” 
 
Nancy Hill, Artlink Vice President and Art Detour Chair, said this event is the best kind of downtown 
community celebration. 
 
“We have had extensive conversations with the community and representatives of the major downtown arts 
districts,” Hill said. “There is genuine excitement about the opportunity to showcase what artists have done – 
and will continue to do – for downtown.”  
 
During this festive weekend, visitors can visit galleries and artist studios, take bicycle tours, learn about 
public art and murals from artist and knowledgeable docents, and much more.  
 
Music and performance art will provide a unique opportunity to explore Phoenix’s art scene in a fun, festival 
environment.  
 
To participate, sponsor or volunteer please visit artlinkphoenix.com or email Art Detour Chair Nancy Hill at 
nancy@artlinkphoenix.com. 
 
About Art Detour Art Detour is an annual free, two-day, arts festival and self-guided tour of artist studios, 
art spaces, galleries and other art venues in downtown Phoenix organized by Artlink, Inc. in cooperation with 
the participating venues. Art Detour draws thousands of enthusiastic arts supporters each year providing a 
unique cultural experience for people new and not so new to the downtown Phoenix Arts Community. The 
launch of Art Detour preceded and brought about the creation of the now-famous First Fridays Art Walk.  
 
About Artlink Artlink, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to linking artists, business and 
the public to better understand, appreciate and support a thriving arts community in downtown Phoenix. 
Artlink supports a variety of community-based art events happening throughout the year and also operates 
the A.E. England Gallery, which is committed to showcasing the talents of new and emerging local artists. 
Ongoing community projects include, support of the First Fridays Art Walk, the country's largest self-guided 
gallery tour; Third Fridays Gallery Tour; an annual Juried Exhibition; and the annual Art Detour self-guided 
tour, featuring open studios, pop-up galleries, family-friendly art experiences and more. For more 
information, visit artlinkphoenix.com.  
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